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FRA reports and information material on  

the rights of persons with disabilities 

FRA product Short description 
Languages 

(in 2016) 

 

 

Violence against 

children with 

disabilities: 

legislation, policies 

and programmes in 

the EU 

December 2015 

The report outlines relevant international 

and European standards and reviews 

national legislation and policies addressing 

violence against children with disabilities. 

The report also explores the extent and 

different causes, settings and forms of such 

violence, and presents measures and 

initiatives to prevent it. 

en 

 

 

Summary report:  

Violence against 

children with 

disabilities: 

legislation, policies 

and programmes in 

the EU 

December 2015 

This summary report presents the main 

research findings identified in the FRA report 

on Violence against children with disabilities: 

legislation, policies and programmes in the 

EU. The report gives a short summary of the 

key findings and outlines 10 key areas 

where policymakers and relevant 

stakeholders should concentrate their efforts 

to fight violence against children with 

disabilities, and to effectively protect them 

from abuse and exclusion across the EU. 

en, fr 

(bg - cs - da - 

de - et - el - es 

- hr- it - lv - lt 

- hu - nl - pl - 

pt - ro - sk - sl 

- fi - sv)  

 

Implementing the 

UN CRPD: An 

overview of legal 

reforms in EU 

Member States 

May 2015 

The Focus paper outlines how Member 

States across the EU have reformed their 

laws and policies to meet their obligations 

under the CRPD. By bringing together 

examples of such reforms, it also highlights 

how the adoption of international 

commitments can drive wide-ranging 

processes of change at the national level. 

en 

 

Equal protection for 

all victims of hate 

crime - The case of 

people with 

disabilities 

March 2015 

The paper discusses the difficulties faced by 

people with disabilities who become victims 

of hate crime, and the different legal 

frameworks in place to protect such victims 

in the EU’s Member States. It ends by listing 

a number of suggestions for improving the 

situation at both the legislative and policy 

levels. 

en 

http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/styles/fra_large/public/fra_images/cover_violence_against_children_with_disabilities_report.jpg?itok=fmJl-0V7
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/styles/fra_large/public/fra_images/cover_violence-against-children-disabilities_summary.jpg?itok=ryd8c57t
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/implementing-un-crpd-overview-legal-reforms-eu-member-states
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/equal-protection-all-victims-hate-crime-case-people-disabilities
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The right to political 

participation for 

persons with 

disabilities: human 

rights indicators  

May 2014 

 

The opportunity to be involved in political 

life, whether by standing for elected office, 

joining a political party, or following political 

news stories in the media, is at the heart of 

what it means to live in a democratic 

society. The report analyses data on the 

situation of political participation of persons 

with disabilities collected from across the 28 

EU Member States by the FRA and the 

European Commission-funded Academic 

Network of European Disability Experts 

(ANED). 

Data visualisation of the 28 human rights 

indicators is also available online. 

en 

 

 

Summary report:  

The right to political 

participation of 

persons with 

disabilities 

May 2014 

The human rights indicators presented in the 

report show that legal and administrative 

barriers, inaccessible processes and 

information, and a lack of awareness about 

political rights can deny persons with 

disabilities the opportunity to participate in 

the political lives of their communities.  

bg - cs - da - 

de - en - et - el 

- es - fr - hr- it 

- lv - lt - hu - 

nl - pl - pt - ro 

- sk - sl - fi - 

sv 

 

Infographics on 

voting rights of 

people with 

disabilities 

September 2014 

FRA has developed a family of five 

infographics to help raise awareness of the 

voting rights of people with disabilities. Each 

infographic targets a different audience and 

draws on FRA research into the right to 

political participation of people with 

disabilities. 

bg - cs - da - 

de – en - et - 

el - es - fr - hr- 

it - lv - lt - hu - 

nl - pl - pt - ro 

- sk - sl - fi - 

sv 

 

Legal capacity of 

persons with 

intellectual 

disabilities and 

persons with mental 

health problems 

July 2013 

Equal recognition of persons before the law 

is a long-established human rights principle. 

Nevertheless, legal frameworks in many 

European Union (EU) Member States allow 

for the legal capacity of persons with 

intellectual disabilities and persons with 

mental health problems to be restricted or 

removed under certain conditions.  

This report analyses the current legal 

standards on legal capacity across the EU, 

set against the backdrop of the experiences 

of interviewees who have had their legal 

capacity removed or restricted. The FRA 

report reveals the gap between the promise 

of the CRPD and the reality those with 

disabilities face in the EU every day, and, by 

so doing, hopes to contribute to closing it. 

en - de - fr 

http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/styles/fra_large/public/fra_images/fra-2014-right-political-participation-persons-disabilities-cover.jpg
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/styles/fra_large/public/fra_images/fra-2014-political-participation-persons-disabilities-summary-cover_en.jpg
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/styles/fra_large/public/fra_images/polpar_infographics.jpg
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Factsheet:  

Legal capacity of 

persons with 

intellectual 

disabilities and 

persons with mental 

health problems 

October 2013 

This factsheet presents the key challenges 

identified by the FRA report on Legal 

capacity of persons with intellectual 

disabilities and persons with mental health 

problems.  

The entry into force of the CRPD has 

prompted discussions about the current 

legal frameworks governing legal capacity in 

the EU Member States, aiming at developing 

models based on supported decision making 

which promote the independence and 

autonomy of persons with disabilities. 

bg - cs - da - 

de - en - et - el 

- es - fr - hr- it 

- lv - lt - hu - 

nl - pl - pt - ro 

- sk - sl - fi - 

sv 

 

Involuntary 

placement and 

involuntary 

treatment of 

persons with mental 

health problems 

June 2012 

Involuntary placement and involuntary 

treatment of persons with mental health 

problems affects the most fundamental of 

rights, including the right to liberty and the 

right to freedom from torture. Strict 

safeguards at United Nations and European 

level attempt to limit undue interference 

with such rights.  

This report analyses the shifting legal 

panorama and, informed by fieldwork in nine 

EU Member States on the actual experiences 

of those involuntarily placed and treated and 

other stakeholders, points to the need for a 

renewed discussion of compulsory 

placement and treatment in the EU. 

en - de - fr 

 

Factsheet: 

Involuntary 

placement and 

involuntary 

treatment of 

persons with mental 

health problems 

June 2012 

This factsheet presents the key challenges 

identified by the FRA report on Involuntary 

placement and involuntary treatment of 

persons with mental health problems. 

Mental health problems are experienced by 

about one in 10 European Union (EU) 

citizens. Many seek help voluntarily, but 

some may be placed in institutions or 

treated without their consent. This might 

affect their fundamental rights. 

en - bg - da - 

de - el - fr - hu 

- lv - ro - sv 

 

Choice and control: 

the right to 

independent living 

June 2012 

Article 19 of the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

establishes the right to live independently 

and be included in the community. Drawing 

on the findings of interview-based research 

with persons with mental health problems 

and persons with intellectual disabilities, this 

report examines how they experience the 

principles of autonomy, inclusion and 

participation in their day-to-day lives. 

en - fr - de 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_EN.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_BG.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_DE.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_EL.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_FR.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_HU.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_LV.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_RO.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_SV.pdf
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Summary report: 

Choice and control: 

the right to 

independent living 

June 2012 

This summary report presents the key 

findings identified in the FRA report on 

Choice and control: the right to independent 

living. The results show that although much 

has been done, more efforts are needed to 

ensure that persons with mental health 

problems and persons with intellectual 

disabilities have more choice and control 

over their lives and are included in the 

community on an equal basis with others. 

en - da - el 

 

The legal protection 

of persons with 

mental health 

problems under non-

discrimination law 

October 2011 

 

The report examines how disability is 

defined in international and European law 

and then explores the obligation to provide 

reasonable accommodation as contained in 

international and European standards. The 

report's findings show that in almost all EU 

Member States non-discrimination 

legislation does indeed protect persons with 

mental health problems. In most cases 

persons with mental health problems also 

benefit from reasonable accommodation 

measures, or other protection measures, in 

the employment context.  

en - de - fr - 

da 

 

Factsheet: 

Key rights of 

persons with 

disabilities: an 

introduction 

August 2011 

This factsheet describes some of the existing 

rights of people with disabilities, as set out 

under the UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The 

factsheet focuses in particular on ending 

discrimination, equal recognition by law, 

access to justice, the prevention of 

inhumane treatment, independent living and 

the right to political participation. 

en - bg - de - 

el - fr - hu - lv 

- ro - sv 

 

The right to political 

participation of 

persons with mental 

health problems and 

persons with 

intellectual 

disabilities 

November 2010 

 

This report first recalls the international and 

European standards favouring the full 

participation of persons with intellectual 

disabilities and persons with mental health 

problems in the electoral process. The 

comparative law analysis then highlights the 

diverse approaches adopted in the EU 

Member States. In a majority of these, 

persons who have lost their legal capacity 

are automatically deprived of their right to 

political participation.  

en  

de - fr  

 

non-verified 

language 

versions: 

bg - cs - da - 

et - el - es - ga 

- hr- it - lv - lt 

- hu - mt - nl - 

pl - pt - ro - sk 

- sl - fi - sv  

 

EASY READ 

Violence against 

children with 

disabilities  

December 2015 

This summary in easy read format looks at 

violence, where it happens, and why people 

are violent. It also looks at laws to protect 

children with disabilities from violence and 

what countries are doing to prevent this 
violence. 

en 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/research/publications/publications_per_year/2011/pub-legal-protection-persons-mental-health-problems_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/research/publications/publications_per_year/2011/pub-legal-protection-persons-mental-health-problems_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/research/publications/publications_per_year/2011/pub-legal-protection-persons-mental-health-problems_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/research/publications/publications_per_year/2011/pub-legal-protection-persons-mental-health-problems_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/research/publications/publications_per_year/2011/pub-legal-protection-persons-mental-health-problems_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_EN.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_BG.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_DE.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_EL.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_FR.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_HU.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_LV.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_RO.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/disability_key%20rights_factsheet_SV.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_BG.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_CZ.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_DK.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_EE.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_EL.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_ES.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_IT.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_LV.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_LT.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_HU.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_NL.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_PL.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_PT.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_RO.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_SK.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_FI.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/FRA-disabilities-postcard_SE.pdf
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EASY READ 

Laws about being 

able to make 

important decisions 

for yourself  

October 2013 

This summary in easy read format provides 

information about FRA’s work on the right to 

equal recognition before the law. 

en - de - fr 

 

EASY READ  

How people are 

treated differently in 

healthcare 

March 2013  

This summary in east read format provides 

information about FRA’s work on how people 

might be treated differently in healthcare 

and on multiple discrimination in healthcare. 
en 

 

EASY READ 

Choice and control: 

the right to live 

independently - 

Experiences of 

people with 

intellectual 

disabilities 

June 2012 

This summary in easy read format provides 

information about FRA’s work on the right to 

live independently. 

en 

 

EASY READ 

The rights of people 

with mental health 

problems and 

intellectual 

disabilities to take 

part in politics 

November 2010 

This summary in easy read format provides 

information about FRA’s work on the right to 

vote of persons with intellectual disabilities.  

en 

 

 

 

To order any of these publications visit: 

 

https://bookshop.europa.eu/ 
 

https://bookshop.europa.eu/
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2013/how-people-are-treated-differently-healthcare

